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To the Right Worſhipful 
Sir THOMAS COOKES 


OF 


BENTLEY, Baronet. 


F the following Sermon be not publiſhed in 
| the very ſame words, in which it was Preacht 
before the 7ru/tees tor your Charity at Fecken- 
ham, 1t mult be imputed to the ſhort warning I 
had to prepare for it; which giving me neither 
time to pen, nor commit to memory, what | then 
delivered, obliged me to thoſe ſudden, and almoſt 
extempore effuſions, which tis ſcarce poſlible fo 
to recolle&, as not to varie from ſome of the 
phraſes, and expreflions then made uſe of : How- 
ever as to the matter, and method it 1s intirely 
the ſame, and as ſuch humbly claims your Pa- 
tronage, none having ſo good a title to the ſubject, 
as your ſelf, whoſe Charity was the occaſion of it. 
On which account I could not but rejoyce,when 

I firſt choſe the Argument, that I had ſo eminent 
an Example before me, of what I was to diſcourſe: 
For, was I to ſpeak of dong good, and being rich 
in good works, and were not your Charitable ſet- 


tlements, as in the place, where the diſcourſe was 
a 2 made, 


made, ſo at Bromſgrave, and in the Pariſh where 
you live, with your large Bounty on other pious 
occaſions, a moſt proper comment on 1t ? as what 
you farther defign zz Oxford, in the Colledge you 
are founding there, with the other growing Cha- 
rities, which you have in the full purpoſe of your 
mind, were, of being ready to diſtribute, willing 
to communicate ? and both, I hope, will end in the 
full demonſtration of what it is, fo be laying up in 
Fore for your ſelf a good foundation againſt the . 
time to come that you may lay hold on eternal life: 

Only great pity 1s it in the mean time, that 
( to uſe the Apoſtle's words, 2 Cor. 8. 11.) where 
there is ſuch a readineſs to Hill, any thing ſhould 
ab8itrutd the performance ? 

Whoſe zntere# it is that /uch works ſhould be 
obſtructed, is ſhewed in the 2474, and 2674 pages 
of this Sermon; but even Zhat zt /eff 18 one of 
the greateſt Arguments, why good men ſhould 
not be beaten off from their good purpoſes; and 
I truſt 'twill have that effe& with you ; 

For (not to mention your own honour, or that 
of your family; ) the glory of God ſo much con- 
cern'd in ſuch eminent Charities, will be too 
ſtrong a motive, why you ſhould be /7:// pre//ing 


Phn.z.14. 012 toward the mark, which zs before you, and 


turning the deaf car to thoſe, who would beguile 
you of your reward. 
Although neither can I imagin, why any one 


ſhould hope to be able to divert him from his 
good 


good purpoſes, whoſe whole Hhfe, thoughts, and 
words are all Charity: T1 have faid it in the 
following Sermon, (p. 26.) * 1 truſt he, for whom 
*I ſpeak, hath too well deviſed | iberal things | 
*to repent of what he hath done; I truſt I can 
*fay for our honourable Benefafor in the words 
*of the Pſalmiſt, my heart z5 faxed O God, my 
* heart 7s fixed. AndI think I have as juſt afſu- 
rance for what I ſay, as can be had 4y any, but 
him alone, who knows the hearts of all men. 

Bu/ie-bodtes in other men's matters, may create 
trouble, and unea/meſs to him, ( tis what that 
worthy perſon, who preach t the laſt year on the 
ſame occaſion hath obſery'd p.8.) but will never 
be able, (ſuch is my confrdence towards God for 
hm, ) to quench his Charity : 

If I may judge by his other aCtions,by the whole 
courſe of a ſerious, Religious life; if the defires, 
and endeavours of keeping up good order, ſobrie- 
ty, and moderation in a mans family, and him- 
ſelf being the example of it; if to profeſs piety 
in ones whole courſe of living, and labouring to 
infuſe it into them about him; if to appear with 
the greateſt devotion in all a&ts of divine worſhip; 
with that ſingular reverence to God in his own 
houſe, as to allow ones ſelf no other poſture, even 
in the time of Sermon, and reading the chapters, 
as well as prayers, but that of ſtanding or kneel- 
ing: Tf to be zealous in encourageing the de- 
yotion of others, to be troubled, and yrs = 
thoſe, 


thoſe, who abſent themſelyes from the publick, 
negle& coming to the Holy Sacrament, or behave 
themſelves irreverently at either: If to profeſs, 
and practice the moſt univerſal Charity to all men, 
to be ready for every good: work at preſent, (as ] 
could inſtance in very liberal diſtributions made 
according to the rule of our Lord, of /ending, 
hoping for nothing again; and nothing hath been 
receiv'd again, but the bleſſing of being rev2/ed, 
and perſecuted for it: If not to grve only a cup of 
cold water 2 the name of a Diſciple: but to ad- 
miniſter full ſtreams to them, who come in his 
Maſter's name : It to what he is daily doing, to 
add the forecaſting for good works for the future, 
and conſecrating, what he ſhall have, to Charity: 
If to mix Juice with Charity, according to the 
Rules laid down, p. 18, 19,20, 21, 22,22. If to 
make Char#ty it felt the Legacy, he would willing- 
ly bequeath his Heirs, at once quickening their 
zeal for this Grace, and leaving them wherewith 
to exerciſe it : If theſe are things, which will give 
a man confidence, in what he ſpeaks, \ I ſpeak it 
not to flatter, but excite to a farther preſling to- 


b.3.14 ward the mark, for the prize of the high calling 


of God in Chriſt Zeſus,) I think I cannot well be 
deceivd; and I truſt, (for 'tis part of your Cha- 
rater I hear venture on, ) through the grace of 
God continuing with you, you will not /et any 
man Hop me of this my boaSting. 

For no ſmall joy is it to me, that IT can _ 
boalt ; 


boaſt ; twill be the great honour, and happineſs 
of the Soczezy, (wherein I am, if it fo pleaſe God, 
like to have ſo particular an intereſt, ) that it had 
ſo good an hand to lay the Foundation: What 
a comfort muſt it be (be it upon me what- 
ever the defteCts and errors are, for I muſt now 
own my ſelf to have been the Amanuenſfis in 
drawing up thoſe Rules and Statutes you have 
appointed us) to have been imployed in /uch a 
ork under ſo good, fo pious, and wiſe a Diredtor ? 
twas like receiving 7he Patern of all, that I was 
to make, from the Mount, that from time to time 
T had ſuch inſtruftions from you: What a 10- 
ble Theme ſhall we deliver down for poſterity in 
our ſolemn commemorations, when the genera- 
tions to come ſhall riſe up, and bleſs the memory 
of a Founder, whoſe example no leſs than his 
Bounty, and the good Rules, on which he hath 
eſtabliſh t it, ſo eminently concurred in the Bene- 
faQtion. 

"Tis a very noble monument you have ſet up, I 
could not but obſerve it, when I was in your 
Pariſh-Church at Tardebrg, and it ſhews an hand 
no more ſtraitend in erecting it, than the hear? 
was to her (I mean your Excellent deceaſed La- 
dy) for whom 'twas erected: But how much no- 
bler a Monument 1s what you are creating here! 
That ſtands a demonſtration of your juſt piety to- 
wards Her, whoſe memory 1s, and will be always 
ſweet; and 'tisa yery good teſtimony of your __ 
an 


and hopes of an happy reſurrection, that you defire 
to ſleep, and wake together, (for tis the ſame 
burying place you have made for your ſelf, in 
which her remains are ;) But Zhzs will be the 
more laſting one ; and when hat ſhall molder in- 
to duſt, or periſh in the laſt great conflagration, 
this will be then freſheſt, and ready to accom- 
pany you into glory, As, through Chriſt's me- 
rits, all other good works will : and fo the Apo- 
Ga.6.9. ſtle hath ſaid: for 7 due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if 
we faint not: tis all, and the be$? gratitude I 
can return in my own name, or the name of thoſe, 
who are ſ{ubjeAs of your great Charities, to be 
putting up our prayers, that you may mo? be 
weary in well-doin there's nothing we can wiſh 
happier to your le nothing more for hes glory, 


to whom your Charzzes are thus devoted: In 
whom I am 


Moſt honour'd Sir, 


Yours, 
In all faithful Duty 
and 


Humility. 


Benj. Woodroffe. 


1 TIMOTHY, Chap. VI. Ver. 17, 18, 19. 


Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high- 
minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, but in the lwing God, 
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy : 

That they do good, that they be r1ch in good works, ready to diſtri- 
bute, willing to communicate : 

Laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againſt the 
time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life, 


HE Apoſtle, as St. Chry/oſtom obſerves on this place, 

ſpeaking of thoſe who are r:ch in this world, gives 

us to underſtand, that there are others, who are 

the rich of the other world : Such ( ſays He) was 

Lazarus ; twas not gold,, or ſilver, or any other corruptible, 

fading wealth, in which He abounded, but in thoſe hidden 

Treaſures, which neither eye- had ſeen, nor ear heard, nor had 
entred into the heart of man : 

'Twas not his lot to have the comforts and enjoyments of this 
world, but, what this world could not give, the joyes, and ſatiſ- 
fattions of a good mind, the Vittortes, and Triumphs of Faith, 
(which enabled him to trample on the world, the fleſhy and 
the Devil, ) were his conſtant attendants : 

He had not the purple, and fine linen of Him, at whole gate 
Fle was laid, not his every day s oy og fare, but, what fo 
much exceeded both, the Robes of his Lord s righteouſneſs were 
his gags daily wear, the feaſt of @ good conſcience was his con- 
ſtant proviſion : 

However, as his name ſpoke his preſent condition, ( tor ſo 
tis in the Hebrew Wy x5 one who hath no help) He was 
pf and forlorn here, yet at the ſame time was He the pe- 
- zar care of Heaven, and the dear charge of Divine Proyt- 

ENCE : 


Diſþiſed as He lay at the rich man's, yet He was not r- at 
ea- 


t Cor. 2. 9. 


[2] 
Heaven's gate, that ſtanding alwaies open to Him ; not fo 
loathed for his ſores, but that, (which # the beſt health,) the 
founanefi of a ſincere and honeſt heart recommended Him to 


Luk. 15. Abraham's boſom, and the Angels themſelves were ready to 


29, 21, 


22. 


carry him thather, 
But ſuch as He, are not the 74h to whom the Charge is 
iven in the text: No need to bid them not to be high-minded; 
- humility it {ſelf is not the leaſt part of their wealth: No 
need to bid them not truſt in uncertain riches ; they have none 
fuch to depend on; but they have a ſurer foundation, (where- 
on to build,) the Rock of Apes, the ving God, who can never 
fail, nor forfake thoſe who rely on him : No: they are 
the rich in thy world, all whoſe wealth and hopes lie here ; 
whoſe gold is their God, and as 'tis v. 6. of this chapter, gam 
therr godlineſ, to whom Timothy here is lo ſtrictly to give the 
charge, that they be not high-minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, 
but im the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy, &c. 
In handling of which, and the following words, I have 
read unto you, what better methgd can be obſervd, than 
what the Holy Ghoſt himſelf here direfs? and accordingly 
taking them up in the order in which He hath deliver d them, 
I ſhall from the firſt of theſe verſes obſerve, 
1, The proneſs there is in the rich mn thy world to be 
I high-minded, and truſt in uncertain riches. 
2. The little reaſon they haye to be ſo, as 
1, From the wncertainty of the riches they ſo much 
truſt in, 1o 
2. From the certainty of much better riches to be had 
by truſting m the living God. From the next verſe I ſhall 
proceed to obſerve 
II. The poſitzve duty here injoyn d, whereby to evidence thx 
therr truſt in Him, viz. to do good, to be rich in good works, ready 
zo aiftribute, willing to communicate : with 
III. The great encouragement to this duty in the g/orzous re- 
ward that attends it, from the laſt yerſe ; as 't# laying up in 
ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againſt the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 


I begin 


Sþ 


I begin with the firft. 


IT. The pronenelſs there is in the rich :n this world to be high- 
minded, and truſt in uncertainriches: {o we are told, Pal. 73. 6. 
therefore pride compaſſeth them about as a chain : Violence co- 
vereth them, as a garment : v.8. they are corrupt and ſpeak wicked- 
ly concerning oppreſſion ; they ſpeak loftily. v. g. they jet thetr mouth 
#gainſt the Heavens, and their tongue walketh through the Earth : 

Behold theſe are the ungodly, who proſper in the world, they in- 
creaſe in riches : And hard 1s it for a man to zncreaſe in 
riches, and not zmncreaſe im pride : 

Go throughout the Earth, call to remembrance paſt ages, 
take the examples of the preſent, and you ſhall find the con- 
fidence men are ſo apt to place in the multitude of theſe vazn, 
tranftory, periſhing t ings {ti]] betraying them to the greateſt 


as of mſolence and inhumanity. 


What but tha made Pharaoh ſay, who # the Lord, that I **0d 5 +. 


ſhould obey hus voice ? 


What but thx made Rabſbakeh, and his Maſter Sennacherb tGi.z7. 17: 


reproach the lroing God? 


What but this made Belſhaz;ar prazſe the Gods of gold, and 9m. 5-4 


of ſilver, of braſs, of iron, of wood, and ſtone? 


What but 2h:s made Darius accept of divine honours, as if 2196-7, 


Himſelf had been a God 


What but this made the foo! NazBar (for ſo was his 1 Sim. x5, 
name and folly was with him:) ſuch a ſon of Belial, that no man ,. 1. 


could fþeak unto Him? according to that of the wiſe man, 
the poor uſeth intreaties, but the rich anſwereth roughly. = 
What but this makes the many other fools, we 1o often meet 


like the unjuſt judge, to behave themſelves, as if they nezther uk 18. 4 


feared Gd nor rezarded Man ? Is not all this, but be- 
cauſe as 'tis, Proverb. 18. 11. men make their riches as an high 

wall in thetr own conceit, and their ſtrong city to fly to ? | 
Though very ſtrange is it, that that very wealth, which 
ſhould ingage the creature to the moſt conſtant dependance on 
his great Creator, ( for what is there ſhews him ſo much to 
be a creature? 1o uncapable of providing for Himſelf, as the 
plenty by which He {ubſfiſts? fr as for gold, and ſilver, what 
A 2 are 


are theſe in the uſe of them but mere fancy, and im 


a are 


what we neither feed on, or are cloathed with, a1 


(4) 


mation ? 


they, what ſupplies all our neceſſities? And as to what we are 
fed, what we are cloathed with, can he that haſtens to either, 
tell how his greateſt delicacies yield him any the leaſt nourtſh- 


Job 37. 17. ment ? How any of his rich attire makes him warm?) Strange 


therefore is it, above all things ſo, that that very wealth, 
which ſhould ingage the creature to the moſt conſtant depen- 
dance on his great Creator, ſhould be ſo perverted, as to furniſh 
him only with ſtrength, and inſolence to reſift, or renounce 
Him, by whoſe bounty He injoys all ! 

But ſuch 1s the baſenef, ſuch the degeneracy of corrupted na- 
ture, that like the wtated ſtomach, how wholeſome ſoever 
the food be, (for 'tis not that wealth 1s evil in it ſelf, ( for 
tis the good gift of God,) but is made ſuch by the abuſe of 
it.) Such 1s, I ſay, the baſeneſ,, and degeneracy of corrupted na- 
ture, that like the vitiated ſtomach, how wholeſome ſoevyer 
the food be, which 1t takes in, 1t turns all into a:ſeaſe and 


po1ſon. 


Let us ſee a little the reaſon of this in ſome of thoſe wn- 
happy circumſtances which attend the rich un this world: 


name but ? 


(4 


I ſhall 


1, The baſe Flattery, they are ſubje to from others : 

2, The Flattery they are too apt to at towards themſetves : 

3. Thoſe many Luſts ted, and ſerved by therr riches, which 
and brutal, as to forget themſelves, their 


make them ſo ſtup1 
Brother, their God. 


1, The baſe Flattery, the rich are ſo ſubject to from others : 
Baſe indeed ! For nothing is ſo mean and unworthy of a 
man as to flatter another, or be flattered; and that generally, 
for what both the flatterer, and flattered ought to be ſo much 


alhamed : 


For tis not our vertue, tis not our prety, tis not any real 
goodneſs, or honeſty, any true Learning, or Wiſdom, for which 
men flatter us; theſe, as they want it not, ſo neither can they 
but diſdain the afliſtance of @ {ye, and bluſh to be ſet off ( as 


all flattery rs) with falſhood, and v/i 
wman the yery flatterer himſelf, 


C 


ocrifee : 


Things, which 
baſing him eyen below 


that 


[5] 
that feigned humility, by which he hopes to recommend him- 
ſelf to his lofty Maſter, 

For humble, and humble himſelf he muſt again, and again); 
cringe, and bow, and temporize with whatever inſolence can 
expect ; ltoop to all the indignities the froward, perverſe, or im- 
perious man can put upon his officzous flave; in a word, to all 
the 2/{ nature the flattered wretch hath of himſelf, or to which 
the flatterer hath rais'd him: 

The dog fawning for his bone ; 

The buzzzng fly playing about for the greafie remains of 
the ſhambles; The earwig infinuating it ſelf for the filth, it 
meets with in the obſtructed paſlages of the Head, are noble 
metaphors in compariſon with what the ſordid Sycophants, and 
Paraſites \ubmit to. 

Should 1 ſhew them at the Levees, 

at the Tables, 

at the diverſions, and entertainments, 
not to ſay, at all the debauches of their wealthy Pa- 
trons; (we have an odd phraſe for it,) even holding the can- 
ale to the Dewll : 

Should 1 ſhew them in all their poſtures of obſervance to 
every beck, or nod of the r:ch ſmner ; with what veneration 
they receive all he doth, or ſayeth ; with what a forward un- 
derſtanding they can apprehend more than he either expreſſes, 
or intends: can interpret his wiſer thoughts, beyond whatever 
came into them ; and can give him the honour of what he 4d, 
or 4id not; even of all he ſhould have fazd, or done: with 
whatever elſe flearing, ſneaking, ridiculous, ſervile, unman- 
like Buffoons can invent for him ; what a jad landskp ſhould 
I give you of human Vanity ? 

Take an inſtance of this in the words of the Son of Sy- 
rach. Eccleſiaſt. 13. 23. When a rich man ſpeaketh , every one 
holdeth his tongue, and look what he ſaith, they extoll it to the 
clouds ; and betore v. 22: He ſpeaketh things not to be ſpoken, and 
yet men juſtifie him, | 

Oh the wit, and wiſclom, which flow with the full cups, he 
adminiſters to others ! The guſto there is in every word, he cons 
whilſt ſcifin'd with the higheſt ſawces, and Oleos of a pR—_ 


<—_— 


«35- 16 


ar.9. 18. 
it.f. 4), 


hm ad 


[6] 
Table ! What a luſtre ſhall his errors themſelves have, whil& 
overlaid with his gold? What a fair varniſb ſhall be put on 
his groſſeſt vices ? 

His habit, his dreſs, every geſture, and motzon ſhall all have 
their peculiar graces; His blemiſhes, and infirmities ſhall not 
only be pall:ated, but imitated too. 

'Tis here, like what too often happens amongſt empty pre- 
tenders to Learning ; whatever be the inſide of the Author, 
the golden letters and gilded back 18 a part of the book, every 
noyice can read, and for the moſt part, will not be wanting 
to applaud the rich ſenſe within, whillt ſet off with ſo much 
coſt, and gaudery. 

And what a g/aff now 1s this, for the rich man to dreſs hum- 
ſelf by > How can he but admire himſelf, where every colour 
is thus advantageouſly laid, and every the darkeſt ſhadow it felt 
turn into the greateſt beauty ? As 'tis in the Fable, ſtretch 
but the frog to the fize of the goodly Ox, perſwade him, he 
is more comely than that or any other of all the znhabitants 
of the fields ; and how can it be expeCted, but that he ſhould 
ſwell, and break ? 

But this is not all, that vain men will be thus deluded, and 
he moſt ſo, who can pay belt for being made the fool ; but 
what is worſe, that 

2. The rich man himſelf runs in with the flatterer, and is 
ſo doubly a fool, ſo mere an animal under all his fine trappings, 
as to flatter himſelf, that all the Paraſite, the Sycophant, the 
hypocritical mocker, (as the Plalmiſt expreſſes it,) footh him 
with, 1s but hzs due : That 'tis becauſe he 1s better than 
others, more favoured of heaven, and of much greater me- 
rit, than the poor, ( that negletted part of mankind ,) that he 
is thus exalted ; not conſidering, that, as 'tis, Eccleſ. g. r. 
All things come alike to all; that no man knoweth either love, or 
hatred by all that ts before them: not conſidering neither, that 
Fe, who only can grve power to get wealth, is the ſame common 
Father of all, who maketh his Sun to riſe on the evil, and on the 
good, and ſendeth ram on the juſt, and on the unjuſt. 

But that's ſtill the greater unhappineſs, that they, who live 
molt zn this Sun-ſhine ; they, who haye the moſt plentiful ſhowers, 
3, Are 


"Os 


[7 ] 


forget themſelves, their Brother, their God : 


As what was it made Feſurun kick, but his waxing fat? for 
eſteem d _ Jts 


then 'twas he forſook God which made him, and lightly 
the rock of his ſalvation. 


This made good Aur put up his prayer, Prov. 30. 8, 9, 10. 
grve me not riches, feed me with food convement for me, leaſt 1 be 
full, and deny Thee, and ſay who 1s the Lord? let me add too, 
full, and deny my ſelf; ole all my ſenſe, and reaſon by my riot, 


and excels: 


full too, and deny my Brother ; forget that he is made of the 
ſame fleſh, and blood with me, though not ſo pamper d, as mine 
is ; forget, ( for that Luxury, and imteniperance will bring upon 


the ſot,) at once all the duty I owe to God, and man. 


3. Are in danger to haye thoſe many luſts fed, and ſeryed 
by therr riches, which make them ſo ſtupid, and brutal, as to 


— _- 
— 
: 


Heare the prophet Amos, *Wo to them that are at eaſe, amos 6. 


©that lye upon beds of ivory, and ſtretch themſelves upon 
©their couches, and Eat the lambs out of the flock, and the 
*calves out of the midi(t of the ſtall; that chaunt to the ſound 
of the viol, and invent to themſelves inſtruments of muſick 
like David; that drink wine in bowls, and anoint themſelves 
© with the chief of ointments; But they are not grievd for 
*the afflitions of Joſeph. No: the eaſe they arc at, 
makes them unſenſible of what others feel, and they ought 


to relieve : Nothing of compaſſion, and tenderneſs, 
Nothing of meekneſs, and humility, 


Nothing of /ove to God, or Charity to their Bro- 
ther can enter their hearts, where Drunkenneſs, and Surferting ; 
Luſt, and _— (the Daughters of wealth,) have already taken 


the full poſſeſhon. 
But how high ſoever the bubble 18 apt to ſwell, 


how rank ſoever the impoſtume may bc, whilſt thus 
heighten'd ; there's enough to let out the wind, and corruption 
of etther, if the rich man would but ſuffer the probe, or lance 
(let me fo exprels it, ) his wealth it ſelf brings along with it, 


to work the cure : 


A jult conſideration as of 1. The uncertainty of the riches of 


this warld, fo of 2, The certainty of much better 


riches 


V.1, 4, 5, 6- 
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riches to be had by truſting im the lrwing God, would effeQually 
do it; ſo that however hitherto h:s own, or other men's flat- 
tery may have abuſed him, however too zhe luſts, his riches 
have too much fed, may have harden d him, yet as-the Sor 
of Syrach hath ſaid, Ecclefiaſt. 10, 18. pride was not made for 
men, he would be able to conclude, that of all men, 'twas not 
made for the rich. 

The wncertainty of the riches of this world I reduce to theſe 
particulars, 

1. To the wncertainty. of the riches themſelyes, as to the 

gaming , 
retainiug, Or 
enjoying them, 

2. To the uncertainty of them, as to any rehef they can give 
under any Tryal, or '[emptation at preſent, or 

3. At the ak of death, or day of judgment. 

1. Asto the uncertainty of theſe riches themſelves as to the 
2aming of them: To put this to your ſelyes, and let the 
1ſhue be upon your own experience : 

Is there any one, who hears me this day, who may not be 
thought one way, or other to have the riches of this world in 
his azme? and yet how few are there, if you look up and 
down on one another, whom you can point out, as having 
hit this mark ? 

And if any of you 1n your own,or other's eſteem are among 
choſe, whom the world calls rich, yet are you znadeed ſo > 

Have you arrived at what 
you arm a? and are you (ſee who anſwers me the Queſtidn !) 
content to fit down by what you have heaped up ? Is there 
not one bagg more, you could wiſh to fill or are not thoſe 
you have filled, made of retching leather, and could (till re- 
ceive ſome {mall additions ? 

Is there not another prece of ground ? 

another corner of. feeld, that ſpoiles the unifor- 
mity of what you already have? 

another houſe ? 

another mortgage ? 


another ſomething, you could ſtill defire? 
But 


[ 9 ] 


But ſuppoſe that you have your meaſure ( though 'tis a 
pretty hard ſuppoſition,) ſuppoſe you have your meaſure, 
every one his ful load, and were content to go away with 
it, yet 

2. Are you ſure, as to the retaining, what you ſhall have 
thus gammd, that none other will zuſtle you in the way, and 
leſſen, what you would have been contented with > 

Are you ſure, that neither the thief will approach, nor moth Luk. 1.33 
corrupt ? or it they don't, 

3. Are you ſure, you ſhall always, (let me put it in the 
wiſe mans words,) have power to eat thereof, and to take your tecleſ.s. y. 
portion, and reoyce in your labour > 

Are you ſure you ſhall always haye the ſame appetite ? 

Are you ſure you ſhall juſt ſatisfie that appetite? 

Are you ſure no diſeaſe ſhall mix with your ſumptuous fare? 
As 'tis ( 2 Kings 4. 40.) no death ſhall be in the pot ? 

No: {o far are we from any certainty in thele enjoyments, 
that the deeper we drink, the more plentifully we teed on 
them, the leſs have they of their own name: 

the more apt are they themſelves by ſome azſeaſe, or ma- 
lady thereby bred, ſome ſurfeit, or other maigeſtion to turn 
us out of poſſeſlion. 

Conſiderations alone, one would think, ſufficient to hum- 
ble the proudeſt worlding ; that the riches, he ſo much eruſts in, 
themſelves diſdain him as the wnjuſteſt uſurper ; and will firit, 
or laſt let him know, that he can no more ſay to his Soul, as 
He in the Goſpel did ; Soul, thou haſt much goods laid up for many Luk.cz. rg, 
years, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry (though what a 
folly is it to ſay this to a Soul, which can rel/:ſb none of all theſe 
things,) than he can ſay to himſelf; this Soul, this, or any other ,.... 
night, ſhall not be required of hin. 

But beſides this wncertarnty of gaining, retaining, enjoying 
the riches of this world, there's 

2. A worſe uncertainty in theſe things, as they are uncapable 
of giving any certain relief to the poſleſſors of them, when 
they ſtand moſt in need of it, z. e. in the time of zryal, or 
zemptation at preſent, and ( when this Soul ſhall be fo required 
of them, as 1t muſt abide an eternal award for Hell, or Hea- 

B Ven, 
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ven, according as they ſhall have imployed thoſe riches, ) at 
the hour of death, or day of judgment. 

1. As to the firſt of theſe, as theſe riches are uncapable of 
g1ving any certain relief in the time of tryal, or temptation : 

Let the man in a fit of the Gout, Stone, or Cholick ſee, what 
eaſe all his bags will give him: the man under trouble, and 
anguiſh of mind try his ſoverazgn gold, or whatever other may 
be the cares, affhftions, and diſcontents he may meet with in a 
froward world, let him ſee whether his heaps of wealth will 
furmount all : 

Or to go a little farther, doth the Devi! buffet > doth thy 
own conſcience write bitter _— againſt thee ? nay, ( as it may 
be) is thy ul gotten wealth it ſelf thy torment ? and will the tor- 


ment, or tormentor be bought off with thoſe riches, which are 
the ſtrength, and mnſtruments of both ? 

Once more, art thou tempted to az/honour thy Maker, to 
wrong thy Brother ? art thou tempted to any aCt of cruelty, or 
ns, uf to luſt, or luxury? to falſhood, to injuſtice, to cove- 
tuouſneſs, which 2s Itlolatry ? and will thy wealth now deliver thee 


from theſe evils? 'twere a valuable Jewel indeed, that would 
be the antidote againſt all theſe maladies; But alas! ſo far is 
this from preventing it, that tis what uſually leads into tempta- 
tzon; and then, when moſt valued, moſt made uſe of, is moſt 
Capable to betray its owner. But 

2. More deplorable till is the wuncertanty of the riches of 
this world, that they are then moſt uncapable of giving us 
any relief, when to take our leave of this world, viz. at the hour 
of death, and day of _ 

For-11-5- So the wiſe man informs us, riches profit not in the day of 
wrath: In both theſe days of wrath, they are the greatelt 
aggravation of our miſery. 

1. They are ſo at the hour of death: for what terror muſt 
then ſeize the ſinner, when he ſhall think how ill he hath 
imploy'd the many Talents, God lent him? and now that he 
is going to account for every miſpent farthing, nothing 
ſhall remain of all his aMluence, but the memory of the —_ 
and 7njuries, the urfeits , drunkenneſs, and all other his ae- 
bauches, whereof he made zt the inſtrument, "yy 

elc 
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Theſe are the thoughts which will make death fo bit- 
ter to the rich, but much more ſo will it be, when he 
ſhall conſider, 

2. That after death comes judzment ; and the account, he is Hebr. $47. 
going to make, is for eternity : 

What is a man profited, (ich he, who beſt underſtood the 
value of theſe corruptible things, ( for if ſilver or gold would have 
paid the price, what need had there been of wo ary blood to » Pere. «. 
redeem us >) what is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole ic, «c. 
world, and looſe his own Soul, or what ſhall a man give in ex- 
change for his Soul? will the righteous judge of all the earth, 
then accept of the mammon of unrighteouſneſi as a ranſom ? or 
will that be a time for this perifls wealth to ſtand us in 
ſtead, when the Heavens being on fire Jhall be diſſolved, and the 
elements ſhall melt with feronnt heat ? 

Will the purple, and fine linen then cover, or hide the fin- 
ner, when he, and they ſhall be in the ſame flames? theſe may 
hide our nakedneſ{ here from a man like our _—_ but what 
are they to skreen us from the eye of an all-ſeeing God? No: 
could we be ſuppos'd to appear in the richeſt dreſs in that day ; 
would not the pride, which that ſerves, only the more ex- 
poſe us to the wrath of our Fudge > So far is any thing which 
we call the r:ches of this world, trom being like to avail us any 
thing after this lite, that the ſenſe we ſhall then have of the 
ill uſe we have made of them, will be, the worm that wall never 
dye ; the fire that never ſhall be quenched : 'twas {o with the rich 
man in the parable, Luke 16. 25. Son remember, that thou m 
thy life time receivedſt thy good things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil 
things : but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented: and 
no torment equal to that, of having the memory of our paſt evils 
made the ſentence of our damnation, the guilt we have contra- 
&ed by our abuſed riches, when themſelves ſhall be gone, eter- 
nally to dwell with us, 

But I muſt paſs on to the ſecond part of this Head, from 
whence I am ſtill farther to ſhew, the /ittle reaſon the 
rich in this world have to be high-minded, and truſt m un- 
certain riches, as they ſhall. conſider, 


B 2 3. The 


John 16.24- 


Rom.1129. 


Ames 3.6, 
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3. The certainty of thoſe much better richer to be had by 
truſting in the wing God, For who would truſt in what is fo 
wncertain in the gaining, 
the retaining, | 
the enjoying ? who would truſt in what can 
give no relief in any tryal, or temptation ? | 
who would truſt in what will 
then deceive him, when he hath the greateſt need of aid, viz. 
in the hour of death, and day of judgment > When 1f he would 
but ceaſe to truſt therein, he might ſecure an intereſt in what, 
will ſtand him in ſtead in all thats needful times of trouble, 

Truſting in the Irving God would certainly do this; becauſe it 
ſuppoſes truſting in that power, which is able, 

in that goodneſs, which is willing to ſupply us 
with whatever we need; 

in that wiſdom, which can never be deceiv'd, or 
deceive; in that juſtice, which can never ſuffer thoſe who 
truſt 3n it, to be injured ; 

in that faithfulneſs, and truth, which can never 
leave, nor forſake us. 

Truſting in the living God too ſuppoſes that Faith, thoſe graces 
which are not, cannot be wncertarn : for 

5 yo but asking theſe, and they are gaim'd, and cannot be de- 
nyd us: 

'Tis but gaining, and they muſt be retain'd; for they are 
apimeuinym, the gifts of God which are without Repentance : 

'Tis but retainimg, and they muſt be zmyoyed; ſtill increafing 
by the uſe, and frution. 

Beſides they are what will ſupport us under all zryals, and 
—_— what will ſtand by us at the hour of death, 
and day of judgment; what (when all things elſe faile,) will never 
teave us, till made certain in the moſt fixt ſtate of happineſs, i. ec: 
ull turn'd into glory. 

But then how muſt this ſtain zhe pride of the worldling, 
when like Lucifer he ſhall ſo fall from Heaven, (as high-mind- 
ed as he now is,) as to ſee the poor of this world rich in faith, and 
bers of the Kingdom, which God hath promiſed them that love him, 


James 2, 6, but himſelf caſt out ? what a miſery, what a con- 
demnatzion, 


———_— > — CO ce eee m——_— 
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demnation, what a double Hell will it be to ſuch an one, to ſee fo 
high, ſo certam a place prepared there, but what by him muſt 
never be enjoy d! 
This as to what was obſery'd from the firſt part of the 
text, VIZ. 
1, The proneneſs there is 2 the rich :n this world to be high- 
minded, and truſt in uncertain riches : 
2. The little reaſon they have to be fo, as r. From the un- 
certainty of the riches they ſo much im, lo 2. From the cer- 
tainty of much better riches to be had by truſting im the lrving God. 


CO yn er I TI I STE er In 
——— 


I proceed now to the poſitrve dxty oblervd from the 
ſecond verſe, viz. 

II. That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
diſtribute, willing to communicate : 

Now domg good will extend as far, as there is any thing that 
can be the obje of our Charity ; and that being the Body, and 
Soul of thoſe, to whom we owe this, it will reach to all the 
outward, and inward, 
temporal, or ſpiritual wants of our Brother : 


To the former will belong the feeding the hungry, 
the cloathing the naked, 
the taking in the ſtranger, 
the viſiting the fick, and 1mpriſon d, 
the ranſoming the captive, 


the relieving the oppreſt, &C. 


To the /ater the comforting the ſorrowful, 
the aſſiſting the weak, 
the reforming the vitous, 
the inſtrutting or —_—y the 12- 


norant, the imparting to them the knowleage 
of God and his ways, the teaching them the Principles of 
Religion, praying for all men, and ſtudying 


the good of ther immortal Souls ; and as far as God ſhall enable, 
what of this we cannot do by our ſelves, to do it by others ; 
by providing fit means, and perſons to carry on theſe charities 
that ſo neither the Body, nor Soul of our Brother may be lets 


naked, 


"—_— 
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naked, or hungry ; none of his wants, may be left unprovided 
for 


Now this we cannot be too zntent upon ; this is that wealth, 
in the purſuit whereof we cannot be too covetuous ; cannot too 
much ſet our heart upon at : for as to the frequency of ſuch 
aCtions, the rule is, we muſt be rich tn good works : as to the 
ſmcerity, and conſtancy of our affettons ingaged therein, we muſt 
be ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate; And that as the 
beſt proof we can give of our truſting m the living God, who 
giveth us richly all gow. 4 to enjoy : 

For by this we make it appear, that as we look upon Him 
as the fountain of all, ſo to this fountain we deſire all the ſtream's 
ſhould again return : 

By this we make it appear, that 'tis to hzs power, his good- 
neſs, his wiſdom, his Juſtice, his faithfulneſs, and truth we com- 
mit all: for to be the /zving God 1s all this: It being the fame 
thing to be the fountain of t;fe, and of all other perfettions what- 

oever. ; 

This is all I ſhall ſay as to the extent and manner of acquit- 
ting our ſelves in this Duty; as it r. reaches all the wants of 
our Brother, and 2. requires the fmcer:ty, and conftancy of our 
affeftions, and 3. 1s the beſt proof of our truſting in the l:ving 
God: to which, for the Grider illuſtration of its excellency, 
I might add 4. the perfeftton of the Rule, we have for it ; which 
is no leſs, than the whole Law, and Goſpel ; the ſumm of both 
being Love, and Charity ; with 5. the perfeft:on of the great 

: Jobn 4.8. Example of this excellent Grace, which is God Himſelf; for He 
zs Love: all the works of Creation, and Redemption are but 
one diſplay of his beneficence : Our Lord Feſus Chriſt too, our 
great Redeemer, he is all Love; twas that brought him down 
from Heaven, that carried him through all he did, and ſut- 
ferd for us here below, and that now employs him as our Ad- 
yocate, and Interceſor at the right hand of the Majefty on 
high : Nor is the holy Ghoſt any thing, but the Spirit of 

Rom. 5. 5. Love,Gal. 5.22, 'tis Love,that he ſheds abroad in our hearts ; and by 
what alone (the higheſt honour certainly, as well as the h:ghe/t 

Muth.5.48. happineſs of the Creature) we can be made perfef, even as our 
Father which u in heaven 1s perfett : 

But 
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But theſe are too —_ topicks to be enter'd on at 
preſent ; what therefore we muſt content our felyes 


with, 1s, what was obſery'd from the third part of the 
Text, v:z. 


III. The encouragement to this Duty in the certain reward 
that will attend it; expreſſed in thoſe words, Laying up in flore 
for themſelves a good foundation againſt the trme to come, that they 
may lay hold on eternal life : 

The Fondation is the chief ſtrength , and ſupport of every 
building ; the more firm and durable that is, the more firm, and 
durable will be, whatever 1s ſuperſtructed on it: This our 
Lord hath moſt aptly ſet out in his Parable of the wiſe man 
building his houſe upon a rock, and the rain deſcended, and the flouds vu v.14 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that houſe : and it fell not, * 
for it was founded on a rock: 

Now no rock fo ſure, as that of Charity ; the rains may de- 
ſeend, the flouds come, the winds blow, and beat upon the houſe 
that is thus founded ; ( ſickneſs, afflittions, perſecutions, tryals, 
temptations, death, judgement are theſe rains, theſe flouds, theſe 
winds, ) but it wa not, cannot fall; It hath the word of 
God, which muſt ſtand for ever to uphold it: for 1o 'tis written 
( you heard it in one of the Chapters read this day * : ) the {t- *ie (44g 
beral dewviſeth liberal things, and }, liberal things ſhall he ſtand, 3,7... 
If. 32. 8. again, bleſed i he that conſidereth the poor, the Lord's IP 
will delzver him tn the tame of trouble ; the Lord will preſerve him, x5. fs the 
and keep him alive: the Lord will ftrengthen him upon the bed of 
langutſhing ; thou wilt make all his bed m his ſickneſs, Plal. 41. 1. 2, 
and Math. 10, 29, 30. There 1s no man that hath left houſe, or 
brethren, or ſiſters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands for my Jake, and the Goſpel s ; (tis only exalted Charity 
can lead us to ſuch high degrees of ſelf-denyal,)) bue he ſhall 
recerve an hundred fold now im this trme, houſes, and brethren, and 
ſiſters, and mother, and children, and lands, with perſecutions ; and 
in the world to come, eternal life. | 

Would we have this ſtill more exprefly ? take it then, in 
that account, there is given of the manner of proceedings 
to be at the day of judgement, according as men ſhall _ 

oe 
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done good, been rich in good works, ready ts diſtribute, willing to 

communicate ; for ſo we read Math. 2y. 34, 3s, 36. Then /ball 

the King ſay unto them on hs. right hand; come Je bleſſed of my fa- 

ther, rs the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world : for I was an hungred, and you gave me meat ; I was thirſty, 
and ye gave me drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me in; naked, 
and ye cloathed me ; 1 was ſick, and ye viſned me; 1 was m priſon, 
and ye came unto me. 

And what now will encourage to the duty, if not the 
having whatever of Charity we do to others, accepted of 
Chriſt, as done to himſelf? what ſo crown all, as when by 
every the leaſt Alms we {hall do for hu ſake, we ſhall be intitled 
to hs kingdom ? , | 

But beſides that it is wrztten, (and they are the promzſes of 
him, with whom is no variableneſs, or ſhadow of turning ;) 1o im 
reaſon it cannot be otherwiſe ; For, can we, (it I may ſo ſpeak) 

Prov.19.17. INgage the [tving God? (for 'tis to him we lend, what we gzve to 
the poor, 'tis for his ſake, we yield up our preſent poſſeſſron in 
the works of Charity ; for his ſake we part with the riches of this 
world:) can we truſt in him to be our paymaſter ? and is he 
that eternal Being, whoſe power, wiſdom, goodneſs, juſtice, and 
truth are all infinite? and can we imagin, where theſe are all 
at ſtake, he ſhould not recompence hereafter, what is done 
for his name's ſake now? Heaven, andearth may pals away ; 
(theſe material ones will ;) but he who governs both, will be 
always the ſame, and, as ſuch, ('tis a ſure foundation we build 
on, a ſure pledge, and earneſt ot eternal life,) muſt give them, 
who truſt in him, a ſhare zn glory. 

But one thing more is there, I cannot but obſerve for the 
encouragement to this Duty, from the phraſe, in which 
the reward is here promis'd, viz. that they may lay hold 


of eternal life : 
Laying hold is, as 'twere the taking ſeiſm of what we reach 
after; the begznzng to enter on the poſſeſſion 


of what we hope for a more full eftatein : Now that, with re- 
ſped toa future life,charity doth: 1t begins to enter within the 
veil, whilſt here ; and anticipates eternity, by imploying it 
{lf is that work, in which 75at ſhall be ſpent: ſo om 
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ſo truly divine a thing is it to be doing good, to be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, that he can ne- 
ver miſs his way to happineſs above, who hath ſo much of at, 
in what he doth below. 
But it this be the good foundation, we mult /ay up im ſtore 
for our ſelves, againſt the time to come ; It the hand of 
charity, be that, which muſt /ay hold on eternal life; It it 
be an hand, which, as twere, reaches to it here, and evcn 
anticipates the poſleflion, in the works which fit us for it; 
It we may have ſo much ot real Heaven and zts happineſs 
in the way to it; When then mult we begin zo /ay mn this 
ſtore? When thus to lay hold on eternal life ? 

Now this to me ſeems to be directed by the Holy Ghoſt, 
in the firit words of the text: tor it it be, charze them, that 
are rich & tw yur avi, in this world, im this, the preſent age, and 
time; then 'tis & 7% rw avi, in this world, in this, the preſent 
age, and time they are to apply themſclves to this duty. 

And certainly it 1s ſo with reſpect to all charity, as tis the 
fulfilling of that Law, which always requires our conttant Obe- 
dience, and therefore no mn vw, no moment to be ſuppoſed, 
wherein we are excuſed from paying our duty to it. 

But 'tis not with reference to our ord:nary chartzes, which are 
the whole lite of every Chriſtian,that I put the Queltion ; Thoſe 
are not the occaſion of this days meeting, or diſcourſe ; tis with 
reference to thoſe nobler, and more publick charities ſome men 
are more eminently called out to; ſuch as the building of Hoſpt- 
tals ; building, and endowing Schools, or Colledees ; building Churches 
and /etling revenues for the ſervice of them ; making large provi- 
fions for the poor of Corporations ; tor the improvement of Trades, 
and Manufattures, or whatever elſe may advance the crit, or 
Religious intereſt of mankind; tis with retercnce. to theſe and 
ſuch like great, and extraordinary charities ; for which great, and 
extraordinary perſons are rats d, and fitted by divine providence , 
I ſpeak this; that they would not, ( what 1s too often done, 
and hath almolt obtain'd (o tar, as it that were the propereſt 
time for men to be doing theſe great things tor the world, 
when they are going out of it, ) that they would not add this 
/arther uncertainty to the riches of this wor{d, to put oft their 
C charities 
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charities to that day, to thoſe difficult minutes, when they ſhall be 
leaſt able to confider, what is fitteſt to be done ; No: for 
thoſe who are, or can be ready thereunto, the beſt time cer- 
tainly to lay hold on for ſuch works, 1s the preſent ſeaſon ; ac- 
cording to that of the Apoſtle, As we have therefore opportu- 
mty, let us do good unto all men ; and that for theſe ſeveral 
reaſons ; 

1, Becauſe men muſt then do good, be rich m good works, be 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, when they are ruth in 
this world: When death comes, every man 1s poor : The 
richeſt are then deveſted of their riches, and arc themſelves 
to return naked into therr Mother s Womb,as they came out of it : 
Then therefore cannot be the ſeaſon of charity, becauſe then 
they arc no longer the rich, to whom the charge zs given. 

2, Men muſt then give therr Charitzes, when men have them- 
ſclves a Rizht, and Title to what they give : when 'tis therr own : 
which 'tis not, when God calls them trom their wealth ; when 
He who lent it, hath taken away the propriety, and given it 
to another: that other 1s my Child, my heir, whom God, 
and nature have transferred the Title to; 

Not but that in ſome caſes even ſuch may forfeit their Ti- 
tle, and the Parent, or preſent proprietor 1s juſt in cutting off 
the entaz/; but generally ſpeaking, 'tis then therrs, to whom 
the inheritance devolves, not the expiring, wncharitable man s : 
for ſo it may be, if he who could not in all his lite time 
find in his heart to do the leaſt good, ſhall think then to rc- 
trieve a loft ſtake by ſnatching it from another. 

Not that 1 would therefore damne all ſuch charities, which 
are then done : for if it be, what had been long purpoſed ; what 
the good mar had laid afide, and deyoted to ſuch uſes, and 
only wanted an opportunity to do it ſooner ; If it be, what 
by his own diligence, and honeſt thrift he had been long ga- 
thering ; and where, the Eſtate being intailed, he had 
no ways wrong d it; the propreety, the drſþoſal, the charity 
1s certainly hx; and may be judged to be —_—_ thoſe ſtores 


fo laid up againſt the time to come, that he may there ry lay hold on 


eternal life. 


But then in the former caſe, where all things arc otherwilc 
ſettled; 
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ſettled ; where the dying man's leaſe is expired, and the propriety 
eſcheats to the next ſucceſlor ; where tis, (as it ſome times 
happens,) to cover thy malice, thy envy, thy imuſtice, will God 
thinkelt thou accept of ſuch ſþouls tor an holy Offering ? will he 
give thee his ſtores above, tor thoſe depredations, thou thus 
makelt below ? 

No: it mult be thine, when thou giveſt it ; not what thou 
haſt been feeding thy luſt, or ſerving thy luxury with, whilſt 
thou could ſt ; and now thou can'it no longer cherilh #heſe, 
would tt turn thy Sacriedee, (what thou ſnatchelt out of the 
hand of God himlelt; for 'tis he 1s the Lord paramount, the 
zndefeaſible proprictor, to whom it reverts, and is again invelted 
in; he, that hath recalled it, he that hath extinguiſh't the 
poſlſelhon, and transferred it to another : ) wonld it turn thy 
Sacriledge into Sacrifice. 

3. It muſt be done & 7% ww aiar, 10 in the preſent tame, be- 
fore thou art on thy dzath-bed, that it may appear, that not 
only what thou givelſt, but the charzty, by which thou art 
moved to give it, 1s thme own; not another man s charity ; thine, 
not the good man s, who periwades it. 

For as to him, who viſits thee in thy ſickneſs, and prel(- 
ſes the good work, tis charity in him at any time to fee 
the needs of the poor {upplicd, 
the outward, or mward, 
the temporal, or ſþiritual wants of mankind provided for : 

But what is that to thee, who had it never thought of it be- 
fore; and, it may be, even then art ready to take away with 
one hand, what thou givelt with the other ? 

Thou doſt ſo certainly, if all be not with a willing mind, 
and 'tis but an ill proof of its being ſo, that thou haſt hither- 
to forgotten, not to ſay, oppoſed it : 

'Tis well :n him to give, and zn thee to take the direction at 
any tame; well if thou art then well-d;ſpoſed, when thus moved 
to it: Burt all this can be, but like a death-bed repentance, 
which may be true, may be ſerious, may be ſafe, but 1s under 
thoſe difficulties, leaves thoſe doubts in the ſcrupulous mind, that 
tis very feldome comfortable, 


4. It inuſt be then, when we can hope to make what we give, 
C 2 belt 
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beſt to anſwer the ends of charity : and that in all likelyhood 
is ſo, when 'tis timely rhought on, and all diſpoſed of in a 
man s life-time, by himſelf, and not another : 

For if left to the man, that comes after me, as the Preacher in- 
» feclet ftructs us, who can tell, whether he ſhall be a wiſe man, or a fool, 
a —_—_ he have rule over all my labour, wherein I have laboured, 

and wherein I have ſhewed my ſelf wiſe under the Sun. 

As how often is it ſeen, r $- the firſt Truſtee, the firſt Execu- 
tor of other's charttzes, quite inverts, and overthrows the 2n- 
tention of the Donor > I could inſtance in four or five of the 
greateſt benefations of our times, no one of which anſwers 
the pious defign of the /iberal Benefattors : 

Either the char:ty falls ſhort of what it ſhould be, or of the 
end for which 'twas given : 

Indeed 'tis the general fate of the Orphan, to be left forlorn | 
Thou would'ſt leave thy Child Fatherleſs, and why ſhould 'it thou 
think to meet with thoſe bowels zn another, which thou ſo 
long with-heldeft from 1t thy ſelf ? 

Why ſhould'ſt thou, when dead, expect to find greater charity 
from a ſtranger, than wh://t Ivimg, thou ſhewed'it to thy own 
works ? 

No: the wiſe, and good man will, if poſlible, be his own 
job 39. 14, Executor here; It 1s only for the Oſtrich, which God hath de- 
"5, 1%17: preved of wiſdom, neither hath he imparted to her underſtanding, 

to leave her eggs in the earth, and warm them in the duſt, and for- 
get, that the foot may cruſh them, or that the wild beaſt may break 
them ; ſhe hardeneth her ſelf againſt her young ones, as though they 
were not her s, her labour 1s vain without fear. 

Is it the curſe on him, who getteth riches, and not by right, that 
Jer. 17. 11. lake the Partridge, that ſetteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not, he 

ſhall leave them in the muaft of his days, and at his end ſhall be a 
fool? and can't thou make it thy choice to expole thy /elf, 
and charity to the ſame fate ? 

Eccleſyro. Take rather the counſel of the wiſe man ; If God hath pur 
It into thy heart to do good; do it with all thy might ; for there 
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom w the grave, 
whither thou goeſt : Leave it not to another to pervert the deſign ; 

Leave it not to the wiſeſt Chancery to m__ 
wy 
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thy will for thee: Leave it not to thoſe to fimſb, whoſe intereſt 
(1f any ſuch there be,) twas to obſtruct it, whilſt thou did ff 
ſurvwve, and are not more likely, to ſee it better done, when 
thou art gone: Nay, 1 was going to fay, leave it not to thy 
ſelf, if it may be ſooner, to do 1t later: For thou knoweſt not rrov. x7. r. 
what a day may bring forth. 
Expoſe not thy ſelf to the temptations of the Adverſary ; 
Expoſe not thy ſelf to the temptations of any of his znſtru- 
MENEtS ; 
Expoſe not thy ſelf to the temptations of thine own decertful 
heart; Thou knowelſt not what a change time, and place, and 
perſons may work thee to: 
Thou knowelt not, what the changes, and chances of 
this world, what the thief, and the moth may challenge to them- 
ſelves: Thou knoweſt not what @ moth it may be on thy other 
Eſtate to withhold what is once devoted : 
Thou knoweclt not, what a curſe it may be upon all, 
if thou once begin to procraſtinate, and prevaricate with him, 
who gave thee the riches, thou had it vowed to his ſervice: 
Thou knowelt not laſtly, (and tis the terror of ter- 
rors,) what a provocation it may be to that good ſþrrit of his, 
who firlt moved thce to the good work, to withdraw his grace, 
and quench that very charity, himſelf had inſpired, 1 thall 
conclude this with that of the Apoltle, ye d:4 run well, who cal.s 7,9 
did hinder you, that ye ſhould not obey the truth? this perſwaſion 
cometh not of h1m, that calleth you. 
5. It muſt be done & 7 nw aim, in this, the preſent age, and 
time, whilſt men live, becauſe ſo done 1s belt for the Example 
of others : 
And fo the rule 1s, /et your light ſo ſhine before men, that they wa 5 ns 
may ſee your good works, and glorifie your father which im heaven. 
We are not, 'tis true, to do our alms before men to be ſeen of 
them : We are not to ſound a trumpet, as hypocrites do in the Syna- \* 5 1 
gopues, and in the ſtreets, that we may have glory of men : Ie are» + 
not to let our left hand know what our right hand doth : 
But though we do not our alms for theſe ends; yet may they 
not be ſo ſeen of men, that they jeerng may be invited to do 
the ſame > may they not be done ſo, that God may have the 
greater 
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greater glory ? May not both r:2ht, and left hand be lifted 
up in hu praiſe ? 

Theſe are ends we ought to ſerve in our charitzes ; nor can 
we be too publick in that, which ought to be for the Example 
of others : 
of on not this therefore 0 prous Soul! haſten the work, by 
which thou hopeſt to /zad on others to write after the ſame 
copy : If, as tis ſaid of Abel: berg dead, thou would ſt ſtill 
ſpeak ; 1t muſt be, by what thou doſt bezng ale : 

Be not afraid, whil'ft thou doſt it for the honour of thy great 
Maſter, to let that be known, which cannot be concealed ; (as 
ſome things there are, which are in their own nature publick, 
and will not be done rmcogneto ;) be not afraid, to give the 
Example, which will increaſe thy reward, by raifing up others 
to endeavour to gain a ſhare mn the ſame : 

Nothing will make the crown of glory hereafter fit {o well on 
thine own head, as that thou haſt been the in{trument here to 
prepare ſo many others tor tt : 

Be not afraid, thy charity can be too well known, if it be 
known only to make others charztable : Diffuſe, ( what of 
all things #, and ought to be moft diffuſtoe,) the /ove thou ſhew- 
elt to the Brethren ; Thou can'lt not tell, if ſeaſonably re- 
commended, how many Benefattors, how many Founders one 
good example may make ? 

6. This muſt be now done, 1. ec. our charuztes, as well as our 
riches be im this preſent world, becauſe what is ſo done, can beſt, 
and only ſtand us in ſtead at another day. 

Our /ate works, (as we have already obſerv'd,) many times 
are not our orn, but always ſubject to ſo many uncertainties, 
lo many difficulties, that he muſt be very unadviſed,. who ſhall 
venture all his concerns either for this, or a future life on ſuch 
a doubtful foundation: 

It 1s the ezme to come thou wouldt provide for ; let not 
that be paſt to thee before thou layeſt in thy ſtores : It is 
eternal life, thou would'ſt /ay hold on, can'ft thou be too early 
in taking the earneſt of it ? 

I muſt not omit the particular reaſon for this, here in my 


Text: viz, why men ſhould thus do good, and be rich in good 
works, 
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works, ready to deſtribute, willing to communicate whil ſt they 
hve, becauſe 

7. Tis an argument of their truſting in the living God. No- 
thing can better demonſtrate a man's faith in God, than, 
when he 1s willing t grve up to him, what he hath lent him ; 
Tis a fign he doth not diſtruſt the Providence, which gave it ; 
as knowing that the ſame Providence can abundantly ſupply, 
whateyer he thus lays out; Can increaſe the wealth, S {o 
freely parts with to his God; Can give him all things, as well 
what he gzves up, as what he retains, richly to enjoy ; 

For what 1s the enjoyment we have of any thing, but the com- 
fort and ſatisfattion we receive from 1t? and can any comfort, 
any ſatisfaitzon be equal to that of having an all-ſufflcient God 
tofly to? Any thing lo ſupport the Creature, as the ſenſe of 
his great Creator s grace, and favour being (till towards him? 
or any thing better prove hs belef, that he hath @ r:2ht to all 
this, than that he can ſo freely depoſit all with him ? 


And here let me on this occafhon bleſs God , who hath 
brought us hither this day to celebrate the worthy bounty of 
our preſent Benefattor ftill among us, and may he long continue 
to be {till dozng more goodj; can there be a better illuſtration 
of the duty, I have been laying down, than that we have 
ſuch an example to contirm it ? 

Think not that 1 ſtand here to flatter him; I know mn 
whoſe place 1 ſtand, I know in whoſe name and Autor:ty 1 ſpeak : 
Think rather, as the Angels ſent to mmiſter to our Lord after his 
Temptation, that I am ſent ro comtort him in hrs. 

For what have been the Temptations, what have been the 
Tryals, he hath been excrciſed with, whilſt doing this, and 
other Charities ? 

Tis a ſhame to think, that one, who deſires ſo much to 
do good, who defircs nothing ſo 
much, as to be r:ch ingood works ( tor never yet ſaw I, or knew 
the perſon ſo intent on charity, as he ſeems to be ; tis all hs 
thoughts, all his d:ſcourſe ;) one who ſeems ſo ready to diſtribute, 
ſo willing to commumcate, ſhould have met with ſo many checks, 


and ſtops to hinder him from bringing that Hl zo good —_ 
is 
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'Tis a reproach to the age he lives in, that he ſhould be 
forced ſo long to leave his gift before the altar, and ( what by 
the envy, or malice of ſome, who care not what they do to 
pervert, or overthrow the charity it ſelf ; what by the deſians of 
others to divert it from the excellent euds to which it 1s inten- 
ded ; what by the rntereſt of ſome to draw it to themlelves; 
what by the zntereſt of others, that it ſhould not be at all ;) 
ſhould not hitherto ( as Ll may ſay,) have been permitted to 
offer it : But I truſt, (let me ſpeak in that metaphor,) Ezra 4.r., 
the adverſaries will not always be able to hinder the bur/ding 
of the Temple; 1 truſt the work is of God, and w:ll ſtand. 

But to return ; I know in whoſe place I ftand, in whoſe name, 
and Authority 1 ſpeak ; and as ſo ſpeaking, 1 ſeem ſent with 

Maith. 25. MY great Lord s w, 92s azz3 C mas, well done thou good, and 
7 faithful ſervant : Do, what thou doſt : 

Go on in well- doing : thou art,thou haſt been faith- 
ful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things : enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord. Be faithſul in more ; Ict the ta- 
lent lye no longer hid an the earth. Let nothing withhold thee 
from the reward that is ready for thee: Thc greater are the 
arfficulties, the greater ts the charity ; the greater the conflitt, the 
greater the crown, 

Conſider for thy encouragement, what 'tis to be in the 
place of God to thy brother ; this thou art, whilſt dozne the good, 
thou ſo much defirelt : 

Conſider what tis, not for his body only, but for his mind, 
and underſtanding to wear thy livery ! 

Conſider what 'tis to be always preaching the Goſpel to the 
poor, and gealing the broken hearted ; what 'tus to preach deltve- 
rance to the captive, and recovering of ſaht to the blind, and to 
ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed: Luke 4. 18. or as tis Luke 
2. 79. to give light to them that fit in darkneſs, and in the ſba- 
dow of death, and guide our feet into the way ef of peace | 

All this thou art doing. whil it thou art breeding ſuch in thy 
Schools, maintaining ſuch in thy Colledee, *( for 1 cannot but 
{peak of what is ſo firmly purpoſed, as it it were already in 
*being; as in the Charters, and good Rules defignd for it, it 
*really 1s,) who may be ſufficient for theſe things, , 

An 


ſhall 'go before them | And certainly no ſma 


[ 25 ] 

And ſhall any thing now diſcourage thee from receiving 
the fruits, of what thou haſt thus deſign'd ? 

Saith the beloved Apoſtle, Revel. 14. 13. { heard a voice 
from Heaven ſaying unto me, write, bleſſed are the dead which dye 
mn the Lord [Lav ry yea, ſaith the ſþirit, that they may reſt 
from therr labours ; and thetr works do follow them, 

Let me a little change it : Bleſſed too are eooſe, whoſe works 

{ joy 1s 1t, that 
they thould do ſo; no ſmall ſatisfattion even that, to lee the 
work t ſelf ſafe, to ſee it done, and put beyond any caſualty, 
or a:ſappointment here: But bs more 1s 1t {o, to reap 
the frutts of it, as in the preſent return of thoſe prayers, which 
thall begin to be put up for them whil /t here, lo in the fuller 
anſwer of ſuch prayers, when the gates of Heaven ſo knockt at, 
ſhall ſtand open to them, and their prayers, and Alms, as 'tis ſaid 


of Cornelius, coming up for a memorial betore God, ſhall eter- a8 1: 4. 


nally leave them in hw preſence : To carry this a little 
farther ; 

Conſider then happy ſoul! if the knowledge of what is done 
here reacheth the bleed there ; what an increaſe it mult be 
even of the pleaſure of that place ; to think when thou art thy 
ſelf taken into the Chorr above, that thou haſt left thoſe below, 
who, in the devorzons they ſhall be keeping up by thy charzty, 
ſhall be ſtill joining in the Halelwjabs that are ſung there ! 

O happy proot of the communion of ſaints | happy proof of 
thy faith in that communton! happy ctte&t of thy charity, the 
proof of that faith! thus to unite the Church militant with that 
which 1s trzumphant, and by that excellent, that heavenly work 
thou haſt appointed thoſe maintain'd by thy charity here, even 
now to be entring them into the joy of therr Lord" 

And indeed how ſuitable will it be to the entertainments 
of glory, to think that thou haſt ſettled that courſe of prety, 
that excellent deſcipline in the rules of good life by thee founded, 
which will be always ſending new znhabrtants thither ! 

And when thou haſt thought of theſe things, (that I may 
bring this to that part of the argument of my text, where- 
by I have been endeavouring to ſhew the great neceſſun, and 


advantage of doing ſuch great, and extraordinary charities = 
ta 
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this life,) think once more happy ſoul! whether thou would'ft 
have been contented to leave all this undone ? «, Whether thou 
would'ſt have been contented zo leave all this to be done by 


another > 
As well may we think, thou would d have been contented 


for another to reap thy harveſt ; for another to have entred inte 


thy joys: 
But if neither harveſt can be reaped by thee, or any elſe, but 
according to the ſeed-trme, we have here ; If no joy can be 


entred into, but by what we prepare our ſelves for of it in this 
life; then let this be a perſwaſtve motive to the (iberal heart, to 
be ſtill deviſing liberal things : 11. 32. 8. 

I truſt he, for whom I ſpeak, hath too well deviſed, to 
| repent of what he hath done; 1 truſt, I can ſay for our ho- 
; Pl. 37.7. nourable benefattor, in the words of the Plalmiſt, my heart ts 
| fixed, 0 God, my heart s fixed: | 

Not but that after all, even our good zt ſelf may be evil ſpoken 
of, and the moſt candida, moſt real, moſt honeſt, moſt devout, 
moſt g/or:ous purpoſes may be {landered : 

It exvy, and malice could find its way into Heaven it elf, 
{1t did ſo, or elſe Satan had never fallen thence; ) how can 
we expect any thing here below ſhould be free from zt ? 

We know,who they are,who bark at the moon 1n its greateſt ſþlen- 

| !obn. 2.44. or; We know, whozt ts, 1s the father of lyes, whole zntereſt it 17, 
to traduce the beſt atttons : 

Nothing indeed can more commend any deſign, than that the 
Devil, and his inſtruments are zealous againlt it : 

Would we know, whether any thing comes from Heaven, 
ſee then whether Hell oppoſes it > Do the wicked, do the 
profane, do men of worldly minds, and carnal intereſts, 
men of 4:{olute lives, and corrupt principles , ſet themielves 
againſt it ? are they afraid the rule may be too ſtritt, or ſertons ? 
Pety, or Learning too earneſtly contended for Be ſure thou 
art zn the right, whoever art thus oppoſed: tis good certainly, 
whatever hath ſuch enemzes ; tear not to go on; finzſh the work; 
tis of God, and it muſt ſtand. 

But as 1 would beſpeak the worthy benefattor of ſuch charities, 


| as I would have nothing ſhould intcryene, to inatch _ 
the 
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the reward, that belongs to ſuch eminent deſjens; as T would 

have nothing to hinder him of the prize, who 1s ſo near the 

end of the race : So I cannot but on this occaſion addreſs Cor. 1». 
to you, the worthy Truſtees for the ſame, that nothing ſhould * 
diſhearten you from diſcharging that truſt, which is fo mtrre!y, 

and with ſo juſt a confidence committed to you : 

I ſhall not nced to tell you, that 'ts required in ſtewards, 1 Cor. 4.1 
that a man be found faithful : "tis what you have already given 
great proof of, and fo well ſatisfied 15 our worthy Benefattor 
herein ; that though his heart be with you, ( thus much 1am 
allowed to ſay trom him, ) he torbears to give you hi preſence, 
as knowing, that his good zntentions can never be better ex- 
plaind, than in the good effects, you give to his Charter. 

And a noble work 18 it, you are upon : The feeding the 
hungry, the cloathing the naked, the mſtrufting the ignorant, the 
reforming ill manners, the quickening Vertue, the grving the beſt 
Principles of Puety, and true Religion, the breeding up youths for 
good "Trades, or for the Univerſity, and the good Learning they 
are to proceed in there, theſe are things you will never repent, 
that you have been zmployed in ; conſidering, that as tis the 
Charity of a Bountiful Patron to provide for all this, lo tis no 
leſs yours, to ſee all well executed, no leſs your laſting Charity, 
as well as his, to ſet that Excellent Example to thole, who 
ſhall ſucceed in the ſame Truſt, which will always make zt 
ſo. 

Nor muſt I altogether paſs by thoſe, for whom you are 
doing this ; the Children 1 mean, who are the ſubjetts of the 
Charity : Think ( /zttle Ones,) you of this, and x a of the 
m2 x'> AI School tounded by the ſame hand; Think thoſe 
too, who are like to ſhare in that farther, nobler Charity in- 
tended by the ſame /iberal heart, ( for 1 would ſuppoſe you all 
my preſent Auditors,) what 15s dong for you; It not yet, yet 
when you ſhall have fully receiv'd the benefit of the 1nſtruttion 
delign'd you, you will then underſtand how great @ bleſſing 1s 
in ſtore for you : 

The Path you every day tread to your Schools, is the Path 
of” Knowledge : 'tis tor Wiſdom, and Underſtanding you are ſent 


thither ; and what an harveſt may ſuch a ſeed-tzme produce ? 
D 2 Shall 
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Shall I give you the proſpe& of what you may be, what 
preferment you may attain, what places you may come to fill 
and adorn in Church, and State ? rather what 1s it, you may 
not be ? 

Bleſs God,who hath of his greatgooaneſithus provided for you : 

Bleſs him for the good Benefattor, he hath rais d up for you ; 
return the Bleſſings, you thus receive, in the zmprovement, and 
progreſs you make under ſuch a Benefattion. 

This 1s the way to be offering praiſe to God, by thus ordering 
your converſation aright, Plal. yo. 23. This the way belt to 
celebrate the bounty of your Founder, not to let it be in vain be- 


ftowed upon you. And may thus his fe, and memory be 
for a bleſſing | and this, and future Ages the ſubjects of zt ! 


I have ſaid what I had to ſay on the ſeveral parts of 
the Text, and the preſent occaſion. 


And now to reſume all. 


I. Is there that proneneſs z the rich in this world to be high- 
minded, and truſt in uncertain riches ? Is there that in the 
ſwelling of thetr wealth, that ſwells the poor bubble, till it be 
ready te break ? 

1. Is the Fattery, they are ſubject to from others ? 

2. the Flattery, they are ſo apt to a towards them- 
ſelves? 

3. Are thoſe many luſts fed, and ſerved by therr riches, 
which make them ſo ſtupid, and brutal as to forget them- 
ſelves, their Brother, their God? 

2, But 1s there too ſo very /:ttle reaſon they have to be 
thus high-minded, as 

1, F =_ the uncertainty of the riches they fo much truſt 
in? ſo 

2, From the certainty of much better riches to be had by 
truſting mn the Irving God? 

1. Is there that wncertarnty in the riches of this world, not 
only as to the gaznmng, | 

retaining, Or 
enjoying of them; but as to any rehef they 
are 
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are capable of yielding to the poſſeſſors of them, when they 
ftand moſt in need of it, z, e. 1, In the time of Tryal, or Tem- 
þtation at preſent, or 2. At the hour of death, or day of 
Judgment ? 

2, Is there on the contrary, that certainty of much better 
riches to be had by truſting in the Irving God? 


II. Is the _ here required, whereby to evidence this 
truſt in him, to do good, to be rich in good works, ready to diſtri- 
bute, willing to communicate ? 


III. Is the great encouragement to this Duty m the glorious re- 
ward that attends it, /aying up in ſtore for themſelves a good foun- 
dation againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
life ? 


Usx I. 


Let this then be to ſhame the rich in this world, in this thetr 
confidence : 

Haſt thou conſidered ( Oh vain man!) what tis thou art 
proud of ? a /:ttle yellow Duſt, a little thick Clay, things made 
tor the canker and ruſt ; (for that's the beſt that can be ſaid 
of gold, and ſilver,) The food of Moths, the Mother, or Daughter 
of Corruption ; ( tor ſuch is thy purple, and fine linen, ſuch thy 
ſunggtuous fare,) arc theſe the mighty purchaſe tor the rea- 
foi had underſtanding , the hopes, and acfires of an immate- 
rial , immortal being (ſuch thou art, it thou rightly con- 
ceiveſt of #hat Soul within thee,) to place zts g/ory, and hap- 
pineſs in 2 

But ſuppoſing the things themſelves to be ever fo valuable, 

ſuppoſing thou wert cver ſo wealthy, ever ſo laden with 
this thick Clay: What is there he hath to be proud of, who tics. 6 
hath recewved all, he hath? 

If thy wealth be more, than others, Is not thy debt ſo too? 

If it be what thou needeſt, 1s not thy indigence greater, than 
thetr's, whoſe wants are more eaſily haired? whoſe infirmittes 
are not ſo zmportunate, and craving ? 

Or is it ſo great a matter to boaſt of, that thou art the 
greater Beegar ® p 

Or, if 2 be not what thou needeſt ; why is thy beart ſo lifted 
up 
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up for that, in which thou art only a Steward, (and 'twill 
import thee to be a farthful one,) only the Servant of the poor, 
for whom thou halt received it ? 

For think what thou wilt of thy /arge poſſeſſtrons, none hath 
title to more, than he ſtands zn need of : What is beyond 
this, 1s not thine, but therr 5 who want it more, than thou doſt : 

Hence that of the wiſe man, Prov. 3. 27. withbold not good 
from them to whom 'tis due, (VyyID from the Lords of it, thoſe 
in whom the 7:ht, and propriety is,) when 2t 2s in the power 
of thine hand to do tit : It being 2 thy power; 1ts being 
what thou canſt give, the Rrght, and Title eſcheats to him, 

Let St. Baſil give us the comment, 

Ts TYwyTSs til © gms, O TU KATEX(S, 

Tg WHY TWVy 05 P LATIN, © TV Du)acts Cy Damn JuyKais ; 

Ts avvmdere P Lad np, 0 4 074 KATO MET), 

Tz 2£1Cans P ap wor, 0 K4,7pU706 EYES. 

Tis the bread of the hungry, which thou detaineſt among 
thy ſtores, 

The Garments of the naked, which thou keepelt zn thy 
Wardrobe, 

The ſhoves of him, who goes barefooted, which lye rotting 
by thee. 

The mony of him, who zs wn want, which thou diygene 
hideſt. 

Shall I go on in his elegant ſtrain ? 

Ilag ors 2a o\ſav agayw Te TUM TE MINS, Wa Yes Bare mneT W) 
gevay pawy 0eautw Youvends* 

How ſhall I bring to thy view the znward paſſions of the poor 
man s afflitted mind, that thou mayeſt know, from how many, how 
deep fwhs, and groans thou gathereſt thy ſtores | 

Shall 1 ſhew thee the dow s, and Orphan s tears, ſqueezed 
into thy full cups ? 

Shall 1 ſhew thee thy other znjuries and oppreſſions, under 
which ſo many wnrelieved —— wretches pme away 1n 
ſecret ? 

Shall 1 ſhew thee poor unregarded Lazarus lying at thy door, 
abandon'd only to the Charity of thy dogs (leſs Churles than 
their Maſter ' ) to lick his ſores? 

But 
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But ſhall I ſbew thee too, thine own door ſhut againſt thy 
ſelf > ſhall I ſhew thee ſoon turn'd out of the potleſſion of 
all? for that wncertaznty too attends theſe things; that thou 
knoweſt not how ſoon death, and Hell may call thee hence : 
Or ſhall I ſhew thee in the mean time all withheld from 
thee, whalſt thou art in this plenty ? thy drunkeneſ, and Sur- 
fetting, leaving thee neither the _ to reh{h, nor the ffo- 
mach to digeſt, what thou ſo greedily ſurchargeſt thy ſelf with : 

Or It permitted to make a little longer ſtay here ; 

If kfe and health be otherwiſe lengthen'd out to thee, yet 
as the wiſe man ſpeaks Ecclel. 5. 12. well thy abundance ſuffer 
thee to ſleep? Are not fears, and dangers, cares, and ſolicttudes 
always thy waking dreams, which will never let thee be at caſe ? 

'To think of the fraud, and rapime to which thou art always 
expoled! of the prey thou art to every malicious, Or envious 
eye! 

What a /arge mark thou art for fortune to be ſtill aiming at ! 

What the accrdents,and hazard: that on every fide attend thee ! 

What thou halt, (twas ſo in the wealthy Fob,a more pous, but 
as deplorable an example, as to his outward loſles,) for the Sa- 
beans in one place ; what tor the Chaldeans in another, Job r, 
I, 27. . 

What for a fire from heaven, v. 16, what for a ſtorm or tem- 
beſt, v. 18, toleize on : 

What for the boz/s, ch. 2.7. for diſeaſes, and malaadzes, ( the 
fruits of thy intemperance!) to /mite thee tn, from the ole of 
the foot unto the crown : 

What laſtly for Satan himſelf to be fixing all his other 
temptations in? 

See now the difference between him, who hath ngthmg to 
looſe, and him, whom the abundance ot his riches 18 always ex- 
poſing to thoſe /ofſes, than which nothing can be greater, but 
only the loſs of that ummortal foul, which muſt phe) with them. 


And ſee now what reaſon the rich have to be high-mindea, 
and truſt im ſuch uncertain riches) 
As well may the mariner be proud of the wind, that fills bis 
ſails, but at the ſame time, blows up the ſtorm to endanger him, 
and the veſſel in which he 1s ſailing: 


As 
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As well may the captzve be proud of hi charns, and pleaſe 
himſelf with the muck of his geneling fetters : 

As well the man zn @ fever chew the cud on the dainties, 
which gave him his azſeaſe. 

For all zh:s is the wealth of the covetous worldling in his fu- 
rious purſuits of 1t : He tumbles, and toſſes about in the 
bot fit, and yet is ſtill more and more inflamed with an unſatia- 
ble deſire of what doth, what muſt undo him : 

He's the worft of ſlaves, and yet in love with hi bondage : 

He's every moment in danger of ſhipwrack, and yet he 
will be putting abroad the ſails, which are bearing him to the 
ſands, and rocks, on which he muſt ſplit. 

This therefore our firſt Uſe, to ſhame the r:ch mn this 

world, tor being thus high-minded, and truſting in uncertain 

riches : Our ſecond 1s 


Ussx II. 


For advice, how he may make theſe certarn : 

Our Lord hath dire&ed it, Luke 12, 33. ſel! that ye have, 

and give Alms: provide your ſelves baggs which wax not old; a 
Treaſure in the Heaven, that faileth not; where no thief approach- 
eth, nor moth corrupteth : Now this will take in both our 
ſecond, and third general, both the duty here laid down viz. 
of dozng good, and being rich in good works, being ready to diſtri- 
bute, willing to communicate ; and the encouragement to at im the 
glorious reward that attends it, as tis laying up in ſtare for our 
ſelves a good foundation againſt the time to come, that we may lay 
hold on eternal life. 

Thou art at laft convinced of the uncertainty of thy riches, 
(pray God thou art ſo!) 'tis thy zntereſt, thy eternal intereſt 
to make ſomething ſure: and thou haſt, how to do it, 
Intruſt him, out of whoſe hand none can ſnatch it ; h 
Intruſt the poor, who are his recetvers : 

Ti Cnras & avFpwns T&5 ound 8dgs lays the g00d Father, why 
ſeekeſt thou thy fellow-ſeruants, which whom do depoſit it : "Eqix'y 
6 Xpigns £70jprs 1.2700 6; adm; Kai THEN ILY ont THs a PgKAaTYATINN,, Chriſt 
ſtands ready to recerve, and ſecure all thy ſtores : He will not 
only ſecure, but zngreaſe thy ſtock, and add to zt his own —_ 

TICNCS 
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riches that cannot be uncertain, even eternal life, and glory. 
Thou art afraid thy ſecurity is not good : lend then So 
Lord, (by having p:ty on the poor this is done,) and what thor 
ſhalt grove, he will pay it thee again : 
Thou wanteſt a good foundation againſt the time to come ; af- 
fluctions, fickneſ, death, and judgment too will be upon thee : 
Thou would | fain be ſafe againſt all events; Thou haſt it 


in thy own power ts be ſo; for ſo it is written : Bleſſed i he, ec 4. 


that conſidereth the poor, the Lord will delrver im im the time of ,., 
trouble : the Lord will preſerve him, and keep him alive : the Lord 
will ſtrengthen h1m upon the bed of languſhing : Thou wilt make 
all hy bed in his ſickneſs, ({o you had it in the Pſalm this 
morning. ) 

Thou art afraid, thou ſhalt one day want; Caſt thy bread 
pon the waters, ("tis the beft, the moſt fortunate adventure thou 


canſt make,) thou ſhalt find it after many days : grve a portion Ecclef. x. 


to ſeven, and alſo to eight ; for thou knoweſt not, what evil (hall - 
be upon the Earth : Knowelt thou not what evil ſhall be apon 
the Earth ? therefore ſays the worldlmg provide for the evil 
day ; and fo too ſays the divine anſwer : but provide by /ay- 
mg up in a different bank: lay up thoſe treaſures mm Heaven, 
which thou canſt not ſecure on Earth : 

Take it in the words of Gregory Naxtanzene, 

As pregda Th \uxn, groe a portion to thy own Soul, let that 
reap the benefit of thy pious bounty. 

Abs purgtd a Tw Ow, give a portion to God himſelf ; to his honour, 
and ſervice, 

TOMS m © gages, Tw mivuan xakipwoy, take away ſome-thing 
from thy luxurious belly, conſecrate it to the Spurit. 

"ApTamy m1 & Tvprs, ſnatch it out of the fre. 

Am pexger dar 7 veuuortns Oheges, Tet afide a little from thoſe 
flames, which are appointed to carry away all at laſt : 

"ApT a00y & TYEAIVE, ſnatch it out of the power of t Tyrant. 

KaTaAmGWVORY TW J tar'071, truſt et tot ord, and Maſter, who 
beſt knows how to improye zt for thee. 

BA Aajpeneas, Kai piuihcs oingl opeiiv oixicy, ov Kwum , Thou 
would'ſt burld thee beautiful, and great houſes, 1 forbid it not ; 
«Ma po Ji yas, but build them not on earth ; cixgdopurom oxyvas Gs 

E BEAvNS y 
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#eaw;s, build thee Tabernacles in Heaven ; oxlwas udemn vatadu- 
ues, Tabernacles which will never be diſſolved; m uiuwa; =; 
7% Para, xai re ws Wore, Why art thou ſo madly ſet upon 
things that are flitting, and muſt ſtay behind thee here> They 
are St. Chryſoſtom's words. Ad pop. Antioch. Homil, 2. p. 
36, 37- 
Thou art afraid, ( and that's a tzme to come, worth ſtoring up 
a good Foundation for it,) thou art afraid, what will become of 
thee, when gone hence, 
when thy riches and every thing elſe here ſhall bave left thee - 
when as 'tis Prov. 23. 5. they ſhall make to themſelves wings, 
and fly away as an eagle —_—_ heaven; and what ſhould it 
thou do but fly after them ? let thy affeaions, (as the Apoſtle 


Coloſ-3. 3 advilſes,) be ſet on things above, and thou haſt made the flight : 


unploy thy wealth on what leads thither ; every Alms given to 
the poor, if given with an heart devoted to him, whoſe the pow 
are, 1s offered up there: 'tis the advice of him, who is gone 
before to pe manſions for us, and belt knew, what would 
gain us a ſafe admiſſion ; you have it Luke 16. 9g. make to your 
ſelves friends of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, that when you fail, 
they may recerve you into everlaſting habitations, 

I have but one word'more, and that is, what the Apoſtle 
hath given us in his excellent deſcription of charity, 1 Cor. 1 3. 
4, 5,6, 7, 8. a deſcription which ought to make us in love 
with the Duty; for is it to be good, 1s it to be happy, that we 
are ambitious of ? and what can more amply ſet out either ? 
for to ſay of any perſon, He. one who ſuffereth long, One who 
' # kind, One who hath no envy in him,” One who vaunteth not him- 
felf, is not puffed up; hath no pride: One who doth not behave 
himſelf unſeemly, ſecketh not his own, 1s not eaſily provoked; think- 
eth no evil: One who rejoyceth not in inzquity but rejoyceth in the 
Truth: One who beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things : can neither do,nor think ill : One who 
never faileth : Ts all this at all times: 2. e. is never out of hu- 
mour, 1s always contented, is ſtill doing good, and can neither 
receive, nor feel any evil: and what is there you can ſay, that 
18 greater, what more adyantageous to human nature? Now 
all this 1s Charity: 'tis the Grace that ſanCtifies eyery _—_— 

ere, 


C 35 ] 

here, the Grace that makes every condition happy, the Grace 
that muſt, (becauſe it {elf is not only the pledge, and earneſt, 
bur the full conſummation of all rational pleaſure,) turn all 
into Glory, To which He who is all Love,and Charity,bring 
us through Jeſus Chrift our Lord ; to whom with Himſelf, 
and the holy Spirit, be prazſe, honour, and glory, now, and for 
ever. Amen, 


